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Overview
• ESSCO (Engineering Student Societies' Council of Ontario) conference to integrate first 

years into the engineering industry and their first year of university

• Hosted by McMaster University

• November 25th-27th



Kalena McCloskey
• 4/5

• Pros:
• Conference organized really well (accommodations, food, etc.)
• Sessions were very productive in the governance stream

• Cons:
• Not much progress from VP Advocacy, was hoping to see more action by this conference
• Presented the same EDII training as at CDE which needs improvement



Kalena McCloskey
• Attended for the governance stream

• Gave feedback on Exec updates

• Gave feedback on strategic plan progress

• Heard conference bids by Lakehead (PEO-SC 2023), OnTech (FYIC 2023)

• Voted in plenary 
• Notably voted to dissolve the ESSCO Fund ($20,000 in GICs). Money towards conferences and small school 

travel fund



Grace Mior
5/5

•All sessions were very applicable to the transition from high school to university (e.g., How to Finance 
your Education and How to Study Efficiently).

•A good balance between social events and sessions.

•Panel sessions had a wide variety of speakers with different perspectives.

Notable Sessions

•Time Management & Self Care
• Included how to anticipate functional/emotional needs for scheduling your week.
• How to avoid burnout in an engineering program.

•Are you Ready for the Future?
• Presented by OSPE President Dr. Marilyn Powers.
• Provided an overview of how the engineering industry is changing and what our future careers might look 

like.



Grace Mior
Applicable to EngSoc

•Offering sessions like Time Management & Self Care for students.

•Provide more information about non-traditional engineering careers to students.

In summary

• I enjoyed learning about the engineering traditions of other schools.

• The session leaders provided advice that I use day to day (Resume Writing/Time 
Management)

• Overall, the conference was fun and I enjoyed it!



Nolan Verboomen
4/5

- Wide enough variety of sessions, workshops and panels to keep myself and other delegates engaged

- Social time helped to form stronger connections with leaders from other Ontario Universities

- Location of the hotel was convenient to all locations of the conference

Notable sessions

- International Opportunities in Engineering
- Featured 3 speakers, 1 who did a Co-Op, 1 who studied abroad and 1 who did a summer course abroad. Focused on 

challenges faced while abroad and how to combat them.

- Start-ups and Entrepreneurship
- Featured 2 speakers who started their own companies. Shared very similar points about getting an idea off the ground, 

hiring the right group of people to execute your vision and how to maintain growth as the company ages.

- Non-Traditional Engineering Careers
- Featured 3 speakers. Each speaker explained how their undergraduate degree in engineering developed into something 

more. Whether that was medicine, business or law they explained that their engineering education has applications in all 
of these areas.



Nolan Verboomen
EngSoc Applications

-Host a similar panel with Queen’s graduates who have pursed non-traditional careers after 
engineering.

-Importance of adding additional support/funding for startups from students.

-Host preparation sessions for students travelling abroad on summer Co-ops or entering their 
QUIP year.

Was it worth it?

Yes! It was worth it as it helped me form connections with student leaders from other schools 
which can be used in the future, as well as gave me useful information to pass on to other 
students to help with their transition into engineering.


